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[@] Will watering my trees prevent bark beetles from killing them?

The simple answer is no. Watering is not a guarantee that your tree will survive a bark beetle attack. Under the
current epidemic, even healthy trees with sufficient water may be attacked and overcome by the shear number
of attacking beetles. Trees under stress due to overcrowding (too many trees in one area), drought or a combina-
tion are more susceptible to attack, so supplemental watering in unusually dry years LiLu help the tree fight off
an attack.

[@] Since there’s no guarantee, should I water my trees at all?

Native trees under normal conditions will not need supplemental watering. Even in mild drought years,
these trees are well adapted to the dry southern California climate. Trees stressed by very dry years and
overcrowded trees competing for the limited water supply may benefit from additional water.

@ If I water, what trees should I water?

Watering should be limited to select high value trees. These are the few trees that you most want to protect
due to shading, aesthetics, or cost of removal. On a typical 1/10-acre lot that may mean only 1-3 trees will
be selected for supplemental watering.

[@] In which months should I water my trees?

m The most important period for trees to receive water is in the spring and early summer. Watering in late
summer and fall does not provide a significant benefit to the trees. Remember native trees are well adapted
to the long dry summers and fall of our mountain climate.

[@) How much should I water?

m The goal is to soak the ground to a depth of 1-2 feet at the drip-line (a circle around the tree at the ends of
the branches) without creating surface run off. The LACSD in consultation with Foresters and Arborists
have determined that 300 gallons per month will provide sufficient [DCCTIOIII water for a typical native
tree.

@ If a little water may be good, wouldn’t a lot be better?

m No, too much water can actually be harmful to the tree. Too much water can promote disease and reduce
the available oxygen to the root system. Trees actually take up oxygen though their roots as well as water
and water-logged soils limit space available for oxygen.

[@)] What is the best way to apply the water?

A soaker hose laid out at the drip-line is an effective means of applying water. Pressure should be set so the
water will soak into the soil without running off. Driving pipes into the ground may put water below the
surface, but it tends to concentrate the water in one area and not distribute it evenly across the root system.

[@] Should seedlings be watered differently?

Yes, native tree seedlings may need supplemental watering for the first year or two. Form a dirt berm below
or around the tree so it will hold moisture around the tree. 2-3 gallons applied once every week or two will
be sufficient to keep the tree in good health.
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